Climate Change and the Environment

Emissions Trading: Developing Rail Industry Foresight

C R C (Preliminary) (R1.100)

for rail innovation

Background

All transport modes now operate in an environment where carbon emission and fuel supplies play an increasingly
important role in everyday operations.

The rail industry needed to develop greater awareness of the issues surrounding the formulation and implementation
of emissions so that it could play a leading role in the public and political debates surrounding these issues.

Objective

The objective of this research project, together with the following related research projects: R1.103 (Multi-Modal
Transport Database and Industry Survey of Climate Change), R1.106 (Research and Macro-economic support for
Climate Change issues in the Rail Industry), and R1.110 (Multi-Modal Transport Database and Industry Survey of
Climate Change (other Topics — Rescoped)) was to ensure that the rail industry develops sufficient foresight with regard
to political, scientific and policy trends relating to carbon trading at both a national and international level.

Outcomes

This preliminary project established an early understanding of whether rail, being a relatively efficient transport
operator, would benefit or suffer from a national emissions trading scheme vis-a-vis competing transport modes. The
project also provided preliminary advice to rail organisations regarding the general consequences of emissions trading
schemes on their operations and fed into the related climate change research.

Benefits

The report and outputs of this project will be used to inform the rail industry of the issues surrounding the
implementation of an Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) applicable to rail, and how rail could use this to its advantage in
reducing transport emissions.

Project timeframe
1 October 2007 to 31 March 2008 - Completed

Phone: +61 (7) 3221 2716 Project Chair Project Leader About the Research Adopting our Products
Fax: +61 (7) 3221 2768 Brett Hughes Professor Michael Evans Dr Chris Gourlay Charlie Robinson
Address: Floor 23 Australasian Railway Southern Cross University Research Director Business Manager

300 Queen Street Association Ph: (02) 6620 3076 Ph: (07) 3412 9597 Ph: (07) 3229 9085
Brisbane Qld 4000 Ph: (02) 6270 4508 michael.d.evans@scu.edu.au cgourlay@railcrc.net.au crobinson@railcrc.net.au
Australia bhughes@ara.net.au

. info@railcrc.net.au

© www.railcrc.net.au



